
Student Living in Birmingham: 
Budget Tips, Hacks & Hidden Gems 

 

Why Birmingham? 

Birmingham is a vibrant academic and cultural centre, home to five major universities 
and over 80,000 students, including thousands of international students aged 18–24. 
With its multicultural atmosphere, lower living costs compared to London, and a buzzing 
student scene, Birmingham has quickly become a top choice for those planning to study 
abroad in the UK. But living well on a student budget here takes some insider 
know-how. 

In this blog, you’ll discover expert budgeting tips, student housing in Birmingham 
insights, and lesser-known local hangouts to help you thrive while studying in the city. 

Start Smart: Book Verified Student Apartments and 
Student Rooms 

Finding the right place to live is key to a great student experience. The good news? 
StudentTenant.com makes this process simple and stress-free. It offers verified listings 
of quality student apartments and student rooms, ensuring international students 
can find affordable, secure housing before even arriving in the UK. 

Unlike general rental sites, StudentTenant.com is designed specifically for students. You 
can filter by rent, room type, and amenities, making it easy to discover options that suit 
your budget and lifestyle. Whether you want a self-contained studio or a private student 
room in a shared house, the platform helps you compare the best available options in 
student accommodations in Birmingham. 

Popular Listings on Student Tenant (2025): 

Property Type Weekly Rent (GBP) Features 

http://studenttenant.com
https://www.studenttenant.com/student-accommodation/birmingham


Ensuite Room £165 Private bathroom, bills included 

Studio Apartment £190 All-inclusive, private kitchen 

Shared Apartment Room £140 Shared kitchen, close to uni 

Student Budgeting: How Much Will You Spend? 

Category Estimated Monthly Cost (GBP) 

Student Apartments / Rooms £550 - £800 

Food & Groceries £200 - £250 

Transport (Bus/Train) £50 - £70 

Social Activities £100 - £150 

Utilities (if not included) £40 - £60 

Internet & Mobile £20 - £30 

Miscellaneous £50 - £100 

Hack: Choose student apartments that include utilities—marked clearly on 
StudentTenant.com —to avoid unexpected bills. 



Budget-Smart Living Tips for International Students 

1. Opt for Inclusive Rent 

Most student rooms on StudentTenant.com include electricity, gas, and water, 
removing the headache of setting up separate bills. 

2. Cook More, Spend Less 

Shopping at Aldi, Lidl, or Bull Ring Market saves you pounds each week. Consider bulk 
cooking and meal planning to reduce waste. 

3. Tap Into Student Discounts 

Download apps like UNiDAYS and TOTUM to access exclusive student deals on 
transport, shopping, takeout, and tech. 

4. Use Public Transport Wisely 

Student travel cards from West Midlands Network offer unlimited rides at lower rates. 
Or, save even more by walking or cycling in student-heavy areas like Selly Oak. 

5. Split Costs in Shared Flats 

Shared student apartments often mean lower per-person rent, making them a great 
value. Use StudentTenant.com filters to find shared listings. 

Explore Birmingham’s Hidden Gems on a Budget 

Stirchley 

A lively but underrated area known for local breweries, independent cafés, and vintage 
shops. 

Birmingham Library Roof Terrace 

Free entry and an epic view of the skyline. Bring a coffee and study with a view! 

Cannon Hill Park & MAC 

Get some fresh air and check out student-friendly events at the Midlands Arts Centre 
nearby. 



Jewellery Quarter 

Great for affordable dining, art galleries, and local craftsmanship. Many shops offer 
student discounts. 

Real Trends from Student Tenant: What Students Want in 
2025 

●​ Top Search Areas: Selly Oak, Edgbaston, Birmingham City Centre 
●​ Room Type in Demand: Ensuite student rooms in shared flats 
●​ Preferred Amenities: All-inclusive rent, high-speed Wi-Fi, furnished student 

apartments 
●​ Flexible Lease Terms: 3–6 month options are popular with exchange students 

and international students 

“We’re seeing high demand for student apartments that offer flexibility and 
comfort,” says Lucy Thompson, Community Manager at StudentTenant.com. 

Common Challenges & Simple Fixes 

Challenge: Unclear Lease Terms 

Fix: Listings on StudentTenant.com clearly explain contract duration, fees, and what's 
included—no nasty surprises. 

Challenge: Booking From Abroad 

Fix: StudentTenant.com supports virtual viewings and secure online bookings, so you 
can reserve student rooms before arriving. 

Challenge: Moving in Mid-Term 

Fix: Use the site’s flexible search filters to find short-term student apartments or 
semester-only contracts. 

Final Thoughts 

Living in Birmingham as an international student is exciting, and with the right plan, it’s 
affordable too. From flexible lease options to verified, affordable student apartments 
and rooms, you can build a comfortable student life with fewer headaches. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham


Whether you're seeking student accommodation in Birmingham near campus, 
short-term housing, or a private ensuite, Student Tenant is your go-to platform for 
genuine, student-focused listings. With verified providers, transparent pricing, and a 
user-friendly search experience, it helps you secure quality student rooms and 
apartments that meet your budget, lifestyle, and academic needs. 
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